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What do other countries do to stay at the top of education leagues, especially in relation to literacy?
	Source
	Commentary

	Mckinsey and Company’s consultants: Mourshed, M and Whelan, F
How to close the achievement gap
http://www.newsweek.com
Accessed April 13th 2011
	· Get children in school early – pre-school and nursery
· Don’t ignore ‘out of school’ time

· Teacher training – at masters level – in Singapore and Finland, teachers are evaluated regularly, have lots of training and development and are given bonuses
· Give individual attention (1in 3 Finnish children have extra help)



	Leadbeater, C TED Salon presentation Education Innovation in the worst situations http://www.good.is/post/education-innovation
Accessed April 13th 2011
	· Finland has high levels of homogeneity, both culturally and linguistically
· Look at places where the population of young people is growing fast eg. Brazil, E Africa, India

· Use technology, especially mobile phones and access to computers

· Education and technology brings hope

· Use the pull of education not the push – i.e. use technology, arts, dance, drama, music, film etc to create the pull and motivation

· Pre-school is vital – but develop the ‘Chinese restaurant approach and not McDonalds’; i.e. certain characteristics but suited to the locality and context

· Education needs social innovation

· The role of the family is critical – even where parents are illiterate



	How Finland leads the world in education, The Nation, Sept 2009
http://www,nationmultimedia.com
Accessed April 13th 2011
	· All teachers require a masters level degree
· Decentralised system

· Teachers have high levels of autonomy

· Teachers are highly valued by society

· Almost 7 % of GDP (UK 5.7%) is spent on education

· Very small number of private schools

· Strong library system which supports children’s studies
· Children watch foreign TV and films with Finnish subtitles – this motivates them to read rapidly

· Education is seen as offering social mobility



	What makes education in Finland that good? Bert Maes
http://wordpress.com
Accessed April 13th 2011
	· Primary schools promote the basics of lifelong learning – knowledge, skills and attitudes. Play and learning combined with alternative pedagogic approaches; not instructional institutions
· Teachers are highly trained and respected; only 10% of applicants are accepted into universities
· No privatisation of schools; not constantly testing but strong profession and investment in teachers
· Teachers have considerable independence in the classroom

· Lots of professional updating
· Policies see education as the key to survival and thriving in a competitive world

· Education is seen as a critical economic driver

· All costs are covered by the state – warm meals, learning materials, books, transport, counselling etc

· No mandatory tests or exams except the National Matriculation Exam at the end of upper secondary school (17-19 years)

· Teachers focus on teaching and learning
· Trust – schools plan their own curricula to reflect local concerns – under the guidance of the National Board of Education  standardised tests are not required

· Regional support networks help schools develop, adopt and incorporate new technology – including business and HE
· Tripartite system of policy reform – governments, trades unions and employers’ organisations



	Mckinsey and Company; Closing the talent gap: Attracting and retaining top-third graduates to careers in teaching

	· Singapore, Finland and Korea make rigorous selection for teacher training
· 100% of teachers drawn from the ‘top third’ of graduates (23% in US)
· Offer stipends while teachers are training
· Guarantee of jobs once training is completed

· Competitive compensation

· Teachers are offered advancement and growth, plus enormous social prestige

· Teaching is seen as a critical national priority




