Work, Society and Lifelong Literacy: Report of the inquiry into adult literacy in England, September 2011


Glossary of terms used in the Report
	Dyslexia
	The word ‘dyslexia’ is Greek in origin and means ‘difficulty with words’. Though the precise origins and meaning of the syndrome has attracted controversy, it is generally believed that dyslexia arises from a variation in the brain area that processes language-based information and affects the underlying skills that are needed for learning to read, write and spell. Symptoms are found in people from all socio-economic and education groups, from those who cannot read to those with higher education awards. It is estimated that about 4 per cent of the population is severely dyslexic, with a further 6 per cent having mild to moderate problems. (source: Bynner and Parsons; New Light on Literacy and Numeracy; 2006 ;NRDC)



	Entry level skills
	Level 1 literacy skills are deemed to be the level of skill needed for adults to function effectively in society. Entry level skills are below Level 1. Level 2 skills are deemed to be equivalent to GCSE grades A-C. Adults may have reading writing speaking and listening skills at different levels. Someone with entry level reading skills may be able to read a short article from a tabloid newspaper and pick out their favourite programme from a TV guide but may read slowly with little understanding. They may not be able to find details for a plumber in an alphabetical index online or in the yellow pages.


	Functional skills
	Functional skills are those core elements of English, mathematics and ICT that provide individuals with the skills and abilities they need to operate confidently, effectively and independently in life, their communities and work. A new set of qualifications has been developed to assess these skills.



	Human capital
	Human capital refers to the skills and qualifications held by individuals.



	National Research and Development Centre
	The National Research and Development Centre for Adult Literacy and Numeracy (NRDC) is an independent centre established by the Skills for Life Strategy to conduct research and development projects to improve literacy, numeracy, language and related skills and knowledge. 



	PISA
	The OECD Programme for International Student Assessment surveys 15 year old students every three years to assess how far students near the end of compulsory education have acquired some of the knowledge and skills essential for full participation in society. 



	Skills for Life Strategy
	Skills for Life is the national strategy in England for improving adult literacy, language and numeracy skills. It was established in 2001 and set out how the Government would reach its target to improve the basic skill levels of 2.25 million adults between the launch of Skills for Life in 2001 and 2010. 



	Social capital
	Social capital refers to participation in networks where values are shared so that people contribute to common goals.

	Work-based learning
	Work-based learning is learning based on the skills needed for work.  It can include preparation for work skills.



	Workplace learning
	Broadly speaking, workplace learning takes place in or through work. It can include informal learning for personal development funded through the workplace.




