Section 1: What is citizenship?
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There are two main languages in Wales. Over 20 per cent of people living in Wales speak Welsh as a first language. In 1993 The Welsh Language Act made English and Welsh the two languages of Wales. There are many schools where all the subjects are taught in Welsh. Most school pupils between the ages of 5 and 16 learn Welsh as a second language.

All official papers are written in Welsh and English. Most street signs are written in Welsh and English.

If you live in Wales and want to learn Welsh, then look at the website www.acen.co.uk. It is a website for learners of the Welsh language. There is interesting information for people living in Wales on the bilingual site www.walesontheweb.org or www.cymruarywe.org.

Some useful words and phrases

Welsh
      Cymraeg

English
Saesneg

Thank you
Diolch

Learn
      Dysgu

Welcome
Croeso

Wales
      Cymru

England
Lloegr

Please
Os gwelwch yn dda

Well done
Da iawn

Fair play
Chwarae teg


Task sheet 1

What are the things that help you to feel you are part of the UK?

1.
Understanding English.

2. 
Speaking some Welsh.

3. 
Having family and friends who live here.

4. 
Having friendly neighbours.

5. 
Having a husband or wife who was born in the UK.

6. 
Having children who go to local schools.

7. 
Renting or owning a flat or a house.

8. 
Having a job.

9. 
Having the same religion as people around you.

10. 
Voting in an election.

11. Understanding road and street signs in Welsh.

12.
Anything else.

Look at the above areas and talk about your hopes for the future.


Quiz: Living in the UK – How much do you know?

Try this quiz on British history, politics, law, education, jobs and culture. 

British history and politics

1.
‘The United Kingdom’ means:


a) 
England, Scotland and Wales


b) 
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland


c) 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

2.
Two of these party names have the same meaning. Underline them:


a) Labour

b) Tory
c) Plaid Cymru: The Party of Wales


d) Conservative 
e) Liberal

3. 
How many Houses of Parliament are there? 


a) One  
b) Two  c) Three 

4. 
How often are general elections held?


a) About every 5 years


b) About every 7 years


c) About every 10 years

5
How old do you have to be before you can vote?


a) 16 
b) 18
  c) 21

6.
When did the National Health Service begin?


a) 1800
b) 1925  c) 1948

7.  Where is the Welsh Assembly Building?

a) Swansea
b) Cardiff
c) Wrexham

Law

8.
What can happen to a person who drives without insurance?


a) They can get a fine of up to £5000 and penalty points on their licence


b) They can go to prison


c) They can lose their car

9. 
What happens to a person who has a TV but no licence?


a) Their TV will be taken away


b) They can get a £500 fine


c) They can get a £1,000 fine





(Continued)




Quiz continued: Living in the UK – How much do you know?

10.
What can happen to a person who plays music loud, late at night, and disturbs the neighbours?


a) Their music equipment can be taken away


b) They can get a £50 fine


c) They can get a £500 fine

Employment

11.
What are the minimum wages per hour for people under and over the age of 22?


a) £3.80 (18–21) and £4.50 (22 and over)


b) £4.10 (18–21) and £4.85 (22 and over)


c) £4.45 (18–21) and £5.35 (22 and over)

12.
How many hours is an employer allowed to make his or her employees work in a week?


a) 48
 b) 50
 c) 52

13.
What is National Insurance?


a) Private medical insurance


b) A tax used for building roads and hospitals


c) Money you pay the government, so you can get benefits if you need them

Sources of help and information

14.
Where would you go if you needed help?

Match the following problems with the sources of help on the right:


1.
Your neighbour’s dog barks all night
A.
Your GP

2. 
Your child needs to find out about 
the history of Wales
B.
The local council

3. 
There’s a dangerous hole in the road
C.
Relate

4. 
You feel depressed all the time
D.
A debt counsellor

5. 
You want to know which schools 
there are in your area
E.
The local council

6. 
You can’t pay your bills
F.
The education department of




your local council, or the Internet

7. 
You and your wife/husband argue all 
G.
Your local library, or the Internet


the time




Task sheet 2

Think about what you know about another country.

Think of the country you know best outside the UK. It may be the place where you were born and grew up, or it may be a country where you lived a long time as an adult.

Decide how much you know about different aspects of life there, for example:

· I know a lot.

· I know something.

· I know very little.

Fill in the chart, but you don’t need to show it to anybody.

	
	I know a lot 
	I know
something
	I know very

little or nothing

	The political system
	
	
	

	The history
	
	
	

	The geography
	
	
	

	The various people who live there – different groups
	
	
	

	The country’s relationships with other countries
	
	
	

	Human rights
	
	
	

	The work that people do and the employment system
	
	
	

	The health system
	
	
	

	The housing that people live in and the system for finding a home
	
	
	

	The education system
	
	
	

	How people relate to each other in the community
	
	
	

	The law
	
	
	



Task sheet 3

Now think about what you know, and what you would like to know about the UK.

	
	I know a lot already 
	I know a
little already
	I would like to
know more

	Parliament and the electoral system of the UK

	
	
	

	Geography and history of Wales and the UK
	
	
	

	The UK as a diverse society (the various groups of people who live in the UK)

	
	
	

	The UK in Europe, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
	
	
	

	The UK’s relationship with other countries
	
	
	

	The country’s relationships with other countries
	
	
	

	Human rights in the UK
	
	
	

	Work in the UK
	
	
	

	The health system in the UK
	
	
	

	Housing in the UK
	
	
	

	Education in the UK
	
	
	

	Knowing the law in the UK
	
	
	

	The Welsh language
	
	
	


Sometimes, you need to know something. For example, if someone in your family is sick, it helps if you know something about the health service.

Sometimes you want to know something because of your interest. For example, if you know a lot about the geography of other countries, you probably want to know more about the UK.

I need to know more about:




I would be interested in knowing more about:
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Welcome to Wales – Croeso I Gymru
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