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Section 1: What is citizenship?
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Task sheet 1

People who don’t live in the UK sometimes have ideas about life in the UK.
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For example:

1.
“People in the UK like to form orderly queues and wait patiently for their turn, for example when waiting for a bus.”
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2.
“A handshake is a common form of greeting among the people here.”


3.
“People are very polite, and say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ a lot.” 


4.
“People pay for drinks in pubs and bars at the time they order them.”


5.
“People don’t like it if you ask personal or intimate questions.”


6.
“People drink lots of tea and the national dish is fish and chips.”

Maybe these things are true, maybe they are not.

Think about your experience of life in the UK.

Look at the above statements and talk about whether they are true or not, for example:

· I think it’s true.

· I think it’s partly true. 

· I don’t think it’s true.

· I don’t know, I haven’t enough experience of it. 


Task sheet 2

Read what these UK citizens say about the ideas on Task sheet 1. For each one, write in the number of the idea that they are talking about.


“I think it’s true that people say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ a lot, but it’s not politeness, it’s just the custom. I often travel to Europe and people don’t say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ so much, but they are polite all the same.”


“Yes, it’s true on the whole that you pay for a drink when you order it, but it depends where you are. In a restaurant, you pay when you finish. Sometimes, in a café, you don’t know whether to pay before or after the meal.”


“I live in London, and I find that people push to be first on the bus. There is no queue. The bus doesn’t always stop exactly at the bus stop and people rush to get on. However, I know it’s different in some smaller towns.”


“Personally, I like to drink lots of tea and I love fish and chips. However, I don’t think people see it as a national dish. Lots of people eat spaghetti, curry, Chinese stir-fry and other types of food from all around the world. In fact, some people say the national dish is chicken tikka masala.”


“People don’t shake hands so much now, except in very formal situations, for example when you arrive for a job interview. Kissing on both cheeks is much more common than it was 20 years ago.”


“I think it’s certainly true that there are questions you don’t ask. It’s the same in all societies, but the questions may be different. Here, most people don’t like it if you ask certain questions, such as ‘How much money do you earn?’ or ‘Why aren’t you married?’”

How many agree with the ideas on task sheet 1? How many disagree?


Task sheet 3

Before you came to the UK for the first time, what did you expect?

Think about:

· the weather;

· the people;

· the food;

· the buildings;

· anything else.

Did you find what you expected?

Read this passage:

Write your own passage:

Begin:

“Before I came here, I thought 
                                                                                                                                               ”


Continue:

“When I came, I found that














 .”


Finish with one of the following:

· “It is exactly what I expected.”

· “It is not exactly what I expected.”

· “It is more or less what I expected.”

· “It is very different from what I expected.”
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“Before I came here, I thought: ‘The UK is cold. I am going there in winter. I will find it very cold.’





When I came I found that it is cold one day and warm the next day. No two days are �the same.





It is not exactly what I expected.”
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