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Section 10: Education


Look at these types of education provision in Scotland:

	secondary school
	university
	further education

	nursery
	primary school
	after-school

	open university
	playschool
	public school

	higher education
	college
	pre-school


Match the types of education to these ages:

	0–5 Years
	5–11 Years
	12–16/18 Years
	16 + Years

	
	
	
	



Read Heather’s description of her school experiences:


Read Claire’s description of her school experiences:



Discuss these questions:
1.
When did she start primary school?

2.
How long did she study at primary school?

3.
Did she sit exams at primary school?

4.
What age did she go to secondary school?

5.
What subjects did she study at secondary school? 

6.
What exams did she sit at secondary school?

7.
When did she leave secondary school?

8.
What is she doing now?
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The school timetable
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I went to primary school in a small village. I started primary one when I was five years old. We studied a lot of different subjects and each subject began at level A. We continued these subjects sometimes doing exams until second year at secondary school when we had reached level E. I started secondary school when I was 12 years old. I was at a big school in Inverness and was there for five years. When I was in second year, I had to choose eight subjects for my Standard Grade exams. We had to choose maths and English but I was able to choose art, my favourite subject. In fourth year, when I was 16, I passed all my Standard Grade exams.  


I thought about leaving school after my exams but my parents persuaded me to stay on. In fifth year I sat five National Qualification Higher Grade exams. I got two As and two Bs and a C. I was really pleased! During the summer, I saw an advert for a job with a big insurance company. Although I could have studied Advanced Highers for another year at school and then gone on to university, I decided I wanted to work in the outside world. The advertised position  was too good an opportunity to miss so I applied and got the job!








I went to primary school when I was five. We started in reception, then year 1 and continued to year six when we went to secondary school. In year six we did our SATS exam. My parents then visited different secondary schools and  chose a school which was quite far from my home but it was very well known for sciences. I’ve always wanted to be an engineer, �you see.





At secondary school we had to study lots of compulsory subjects like English, mathematics, science and physical education (which I hated!). When I was 16, I sat my GCSE exams. I did really well and got seven As. Then I continued with three subjects, English, mathematics and physics, for my A-Level exams. I sat these when I was 18 years old. My grades were good enough for me to go to university. I’m now studying engineering at the University of Manchester. It’s a lot of work but I’m sure it’ll be worth it.
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