Section 10: Education


Parental responsibility

Look at the statements below and decide if they are true or false. 

· All children between the ages of 5 and 16 must go to school.

· You can let your child be absent from school if you want to.

· It is a parent’s responsibility to make sure children are not late for school.
· It is not a parent’s responsibility to contact the school if their child is absent.
· If your child does not attend school regularly you may have to go to court.

Now read this information to check your answers. Were you right?


Supporting your children


Absences

Do you think these are good reasons for a child to be away from school? Discuss with your group.

· Looking after a younger brother or sister

· Waiting for home deliveries

· Shopping for clothes

· Going to a wedding

· Going on holiday in term time

· Waiting for gas or electricity people to call

· Doctor or dental appointments

· A religious occasion

· Birthday treats

· Bad weather

· Getting up late

· They don’t want to go


What do you think?


Helping children to have good attendance in school

Look at the problems these parents are having – match the advice below






	Has a reasonable bedtime.


	Get up at the same time everyday.



	Have an alarm clock in his bedroom.


	Ask a friend to call in the morning.



	Keep a diary of homework and things to remember.


	Check what he needs for the next day.

	Put clothes and equipment out ready for the next day.


	Have a regular time and place to do homework.


Do you think this is good advice? Can you think of any other advice?
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What are the rules about attendance in school?


Parents have to make sure that children aged 5–16 years of age receive full-time education and that they attend regularly and stay in school. It’s the law – parents can be taken to court for breaking this law.





The government says that:


it is the parents’ responsibility to make sure that their children arrive at school on time.


parents need to see themselves as partners with the school in the education of their children. This includes making sure that pupils complete homework on time and that their children keep the school rules.








What are the rules about absences?


It is the parents’ responsibility to let the school know the reason for their child’s absence. This should be on the first day if possible.


Parents can only explain if their child is absent. They cannot give a child permission to be away from school. The school decides if the absence can be authorised.


If a holiday is planned for the school term permission is needed from the school 


If a child is absent for an unauthorised or unexplained reason it is known as truancy.


If a child has too many absences then someone from the school or education welfare service will contact the parents.





     Why does going to school matter?








He is always tired in the morning and it’s difficult to get him up.





It doesn’t matter if they are a bit late for school, does it?





He usually leaves the house late.





He’s often in trouble when he forgets to take his PE kit.





He sometimes forgets to do his homework.





He can never find his books in the morning.  They are all over the house.
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