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Section 10: Education


Flow chart

Your son or your daughter is 10 years old. You are ready to choose a secondary school. What do you do?














Statements by parents

When people choose a secondary school for their children they often want different things.

Read what these people want.

Harry says:

I am a Catholic and my children go to a Catholic primary school. Unfortunately, there is no Catholic secondary school near our home and my son doesn’t want to travel by bus to school.

Mohammed says:

My daughter wants to be a doctor. We want a school with a good science department and we would like to know what their exam results are like in science.

Maria says:

My son loves football and wants to play in a good team, so we are looking for a school with good sports facilities.

Robina says:

I want my daughter to go to a girls’ school. None of the girls in my family have ever been to a mixed school. I think single sex-schools are much better for teenagers.

Carlo says:

We prefer a smaller school, if we can find one. Our daughter is very shy and would probably be unhappy in a very big school.

John and Anne say:

We want a school with good after-school activities. We believe that it is important to develop skills and interests outside the normal curriculum.

Sarah says:

I would like my son to go to the same school as his older brother, but his friends are going to a different school, and he wants to go to the same one as them.

Yusuf says:

I have been in the UK a long time, but my wife and children only joined me last year. I want to make sure my son has plenty of help with his English.

Jane says:

My daughter has learning difficulties. It is government policy not to have special schools, so my daughter goes to our local primary school. I am worried about the secondary school and need to find the best one for her.


1.
 Read these sentence beginnings and find examples of each one on p. 252:


2. 
Talk about yourself and your children, using the sentence beginnings as a guide. Then write about yourself and your children.









Read the information about two secondary schools. The information about one school 

comes from the school prospectus. The information about the other school comes from the 

inspection report.

School 1

Information from the prospectus:


Introducing Greenfields Community College

Greenfields is a co-educational comprehensive school with over 1200 11–19-year-old students in full-time education. Each year more than 430 new students join us and over 50% stay on after the age of 16. In addition, we offer a wide range of activities and facilities in the extensive community education programme for part time students of all ages.  

Greenfields was awarded Specialist Sports College status in 2003.

School 2

Information from the inspection report:


Winterton High is an 11–16 mixed school, smaller than average with 659 on roll. The proportion of pupils with special educational needs is below average. The attainment of pupils on entry to the school is above average.

What the school does well:

· Teaching in almost all subjects enables pupils to reach high standards.

· Pupils’ achievements in science are particularly good.

· Pupils with statements of special educational need receive a high level of support.

· Extra-curricular sport.

What could be improved:

· Work in music, art and design.

· Resources and accommodation for ICT.























































10.3





Choosing a secondary school





Choose one of the parents. Imagine you are representing them, because they can’t go to the open evening or they don’t speak English.





Plan what questions you will ask.





Work with a partner to ask the questions.





Read about the two schools on p. 255. Which one do you think each of the parents


would like best? Give your reasons.





Choose one of the parents and look in prospectuses of local schools, to find which one


you think would be best for their children.








John and Anne say: We want a school with good after-school facilities.





Yusuf says: We only came to England last year. My son needs extra help with English.





Carlo says: We are looking for a small school. A big school is not good for our daughter.





Jane says: My daughter has special needs.





Mohammed says: My daughter wants to be a doctor. We want a school with a good science department.





Maria says: My son loves football and wants to play in a good team.
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Choosing a secondary school





My son/daughter loves


	


	


My son/daughter wants to	





	


My son/daughter doesn’t want to	





	


We want 


	


	


I want my son/daughter to	





	


I would like my son/daughter to	





	


I want to make sure	





	


We are looking for 	





		


We would like to know


	


		


I am worried about	
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Choosing a secondary school





Talk to the


primary school


teacher





Talk about it in the family





Talk to


other parents





Fill in the forms.





Find out if the school has �special entry requirements.





Go to the open evenings.


Look around the schools.





Get a list of schools.


Read the school prospectuses.
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