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Section 10: Education


ESOL stands for ‘English for speakers of other languages’.

If you go to an ESOL class in England or Wales, your teacher will work with the Adult ESOL Core Curriculum. This book gives the teacher ideas about what learners at different levels should be learning.

This is an extract from the curriculum:

Talk about yourself:

· Which description best fits your situation?

· What are your aspirations? What are your reasons for learning English?

· How many years did you study in your country of origin?

· Did you study English?

· How many languages do you speak? How many do you read and write?


Introducing the ESOL curriculum

The ESOL curriculum follows the national standards for adult literacy, which are divided into ‘speaking and listening’, ‘reading’ and ‘writing’. These standards fit into the National Qualifications Framework.

The National Qualifications Framework

The framework specifies the level of all qualifications in any academic or vocational area and not just for English language. For example, if you want to study nursing, you might begin with NVQ (National Vocational Qualification) Level 1. If your children are in school, they will probably take GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) at the age of 16, and if they get a good grade, their qualification will be Level 2.

If you study ESOL at Level 1 or Level 2, your level is exactly the same as that of the NVQ or GCSE. However, Level 1 is too high a level to start at, so there are three ‘entry’ levels, which come before you reach Level 1 – Entry 1, Entry 2 and Entry 3. These levels are national levels, and if you go to another class in another part of England or Wales, your level should be the same.

Assessment

Before you start a class, there will normally be an initial assessment. This is to find out which is the best class for you. 

After you join the class, there will probably be a diagnostic assessment. The teacher will try to find out what you need to learn, and plan the programme based on your needs and the needs of the other students. As the teacher is trying to find out what you need to learn, it actually helps if you make mistakes in these tests.  

In the initial and diagnostic assessments, the teachers will decide which level you are at and which level you are working towards. It is very common for people to be at a different level in different skills, for example if their speaking is better than their writing.

As the class goes on, the teacher will do formative assessment to check your progress and probably summative assessment at the end, to see what you can do after you have been in the class for some time.

ILPs

The teacher will work with an individual learning plan (ILP). This records what you need to work on and how much progress you make. The teacher will sometimes discuss it with you, either individually or in a group, and you should then be able to give your own opinion of your progress and of what you think you need to work on.

You should have a copy of your ILP, as you might want to take it with you if you change classes.


The National Qualifications Framework





Example




National Qualifications 
Master’s degree




Framework Level 7





National Qualifications 
Final year of degree




Framework Level 6




Key skills 
National Qualifications 
Second year of degree



Level 5
Framework Level 5




Key skills 
National Qualifications 
First year of degree



Level 4
Framework Level 4




Key skills 
National Qualifications 
A level



Level 3
Framework Level 3


Literacy/numeracy 
Key skills
National Qualifications
GCSE grades A*–C

level 2
Level 2
Framework Level 2


Literacy/numeracy 
Key skills
National Qualifications
GCSE grades D–E

level 1
Level 1
Framework Level 1


Literacy/numeracy 

Entry 3




Literacy/numeracy

Entry 2




Literacy/numeracy 

Entry 1





Check your understanding:

1.
Nearly all school pupils take GCSE exams at the age of 16. What level is this in the framework if they get grade A*, A, B or C? 

2.  
Many young people in Britain take ‘A’ levels at the age of 18, especially if they want to go to university. What level is this in the framework?

3.  
If you have a university degree, what level is your qualification in the framework?




The ‘writing’ section of the curriculum

These are some of the writing skills that are listed in the ESOL curriculum at Entry 3:

· Plan and draft writing.

· Structure writing in short paragraphs.

· Proof-read and check.

· Write using complex sentences.

· Use basic sentence grammar accurately.

· Use punctuation to aid clarity.

· Apply knowledge of spelling to a wide range of common words.

· Recognise the importance of legible handwriting.

Think about yourself:


When you are going to write something,
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never

do you make a plan first?

If so, is it more like a diagram or a list?

Do you proofread and check your own 
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never

work when you finish, and correct your

own mistakes?

Do you write complex sentences, 
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never

not too long, not too short?




Is your sentence grammar accurate?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never



Is your spelling accurate?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never



Is your handwriting legible?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Never
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Who are the learners?


Over 7 million adults in England have difficulties with literacy and numeracy. It is estimated that around a million of these adults have a first language other than English. ‘Breaking the Language Barriers’ identified four broad categories of adults who are speakers of other languages. Each of them brings a wealth of cultural experience and diversity to this country. This diversity also presents challenges for the planning and delivery of appropriate learning provision.





The broad categories are:


1.	Settled communities, including communities from the Asian sub-continent and Hong Kong. Some would-be learners work long and irregular hours and therefore cannot attend classes regularly.


2.	Refugees, who sub-divide into:


Asylum seekers, most of whom are very keen to learn despite the challenges of re-settlement and the trauma resulting from their recent experiences;


Settled refugees, many of whom have had professional jobs in the past, though some may have suffered a disrupted education due to war and unrest.


3.	Migrant workers, mostly from Europe, who are here to work and settle for most of their lives.


4.	Partners and spouses of learners from all parts of the world, who are settled for a number of years and need to participate in the local community but are prevented by family responsibilities or low income from attending intensive EFL courses.





Within all these groups the needs of learners will vary considerably depending on their aspirations, educational background, language and literacy background and aptitude for learning languages.
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I feel really upset. I studied English for 5 years before I came here, and now they have put me in a Level 1 class. I am not a beginner!





I am so worried. I went 


to the English class on 


the first day, and the teacher gave us a test. 


I made lots of mistakes. I am sure the teacher thinks I am no good.





I want to start a course 


in office skills, but they 


want people who have GCSE or equivalent. I 


didn’t go to school in the UK and I can’t get GCSE.  Does this mean I can’t get any qualifications?





The teacher has made an appointment with me to go over my ‘Individual Learning Plan’. What have I done wrong? Does she think I need special attention?





I am worried because my writing is not as good as my speaking. I have no 


real problems with speaking and listening, 


but writing, especially spelling, gives me real problems. Is this normal?





The teacher has asked us all what we think we need to learn. What is wrong? She is the teacher. Surely she should know what 


we need.
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