Section 11: Volunteering and citizenship


Match the word with its meaning

1.
community


2.
fast-track


3.
active citizenship


4. 
integrate


5. 
volunteer

6. 
commitment

Mark the stress and number of syllables on each word. Now practise saying them clearly.

The UK Government has outlined its plans for 'Big Society', which encourages people to

have a say in local issues and to be more active in society.
This is an extract from the UK Border Agency’s website on active citizenship.


To demonstrate active citizenship, a migrant might volunteer with a recognised organisation such as a charity, serve on a community body or take part in an activity that:

· advances education or health; 

· advances social and community welfare; 

· advances heritage, arts, culture or sport; 

· benefits the natural environment; 

· benefits children, young people, elderly people, disabled people or other vulnerable groups; and/or 

· involves mentoring or befriending. 

Active citizenship will:

· encourage integration, by bringing migrants into greater contact with the wider community so that they share values and use their English language skills; 

· enable would-be citizens to show commitment to the United Kingdom; and 

· open them up to new experiences, which could become lifelong roles. 

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk

	Education and health
	Social and community
	Heritage, arts, sports, culture
	Natural environment
	Children, young people
	Elderly people
	Disabled and vulnerable people


Picking up rubbish in an area of natural beauty

Showing visitors around a nearby historic house

Helping at a local football match

Helping at a local youth club

Doing your elderly neighbour’s shopping

Visiting a lonely person who cannot go out

Going on a school outing with the children and their teacher

Organising a street party with your neighbours

Making sandwiches for a homeless charity

Discussion

· Do you think ‘active citizenship’ is a good idea? Why/Why not?

· Which organisations do you know that offer volunteer opportunities – in the UK or abroad?

· What kind of skills could you develop by volunteering?
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f. becoming very involved in the community by volunteering








e. a group of people who live in the same


area and/or have the same interests,


religion, race, etc.











d. offer to do something without being paid








c. strong feeling of belonging and loyalty








b. become a full member of a community/society











a. a relationship in which a volunteer


supports someone on a personal and


social level
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