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Section 11: Community engagement



Read this and discuss volunteering:


Disability

Volunteering opportunities in this category might be working face-to-face, for example as a befriender, or in more indirect support roles such as driving. 

Disability organisations will often also have a wide range of opportunities in areas such as marketing, fundraising and admin. Volunteering in face-to-face roles can be good experience for getting paid employment, and is often required for acceptance on to social work courses.

Disabled volunteers might be particularly interested in campaigning organisations working for greater rights for disabled people, and in getting involved in the governance of organisations. 

1.
What do you think a befriender does?

2.
What kind of things do you think a fundraiser does?

3.
What kind of volunteer work should you do if you want to apply for a social work course?

4.
What kind of work does the article suggest for people who are disabled?

· List all the volunteer ‘jobs’ contained in the article, and then put them in order of your interest. Talk to someone else about which ‘jobs’ you would find most interesting and explain why.


Role cards

1



2



What do you think?

Read this extract on Millennium Volunteers and discuss volunteering:

Millennium Volunteers

Millennium Volunteers (MV) is a national programme aimed at young people aged 16-24. 

As an MV you volunteer your time to help others by doing something you enjoy. You get the chance to develop your skills and personal qualities and something really worthwhile to add to your CV. 

If you complete 100 hours of volunteering, you gain an award signed by the Minister for Skills and Vocational Education. If you complete 200 hours, you get an Award of Excellence, signed by the Secretary of State for Education and Skills.

Over 40,000 MVs have received an Award of Excellence so far!

· What are the advantages of volunteering for young people?

· Are there any disadvantages?

· Do you think the Millennium Volunteer scheme is a good idea?

· Why do you think people choose to do voluntary work? How many different reasons can you think of?

· Do people do voluntary work in other countries? If so, is the system the same as in the UK or different? 

· Would you like to do voluntary work?

· Do you already have experience of voluntary work?

· What kind of activities are you interested in? 



















































































































































































11.3





You work in a volunteer bureau. You organise volunteers.











What do you say when you answer the phone?











You have to give information to people who want to ………………………… (insert a suitable volunteer post).











What is the important information you will give them? Look in the leaflet and try to remember the important points.
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Becoming a volunteer
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Becoming a volunteer





11.4





Comic Relief











11.2





Choosing volunteer activities



































Becoming a volunteer








You want to volunteer as a ………………………. (insert a suitable volunteer post).











You are going to telephone the volunteer bureau.











What will you say first?











What information do you want? What questions will you ask?
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