Section 11: Community engagement




What are the three main 
When will the next Comic
When was Comic Relief 

things that the organisation 
Relief day be held?
set up?

does?


Where has two-thirds of
Whose idea was it to start
How much money did 

Comic Relief’s money 
Comic Relief?
Comic Relief raise in 2001?

been spent? Where has 

the other third gone?

 

How many experts work 
Where was the first Comic
Which author helped to 

out where the money 
Relief broadcast? 
raise £6 million? 

should be spent?


How much money has 
Which campaign raised
How much money has been 

been raised since Comic 
£55 million?
given to projects working 

Relief started?

with people in the UK?

 

 What is the symbol of the fundraising event held by Comic Relief?

 Who traditionally wears this?


Sheet A: What is Comic Relief?

Comic Relief is about having fun and making the world a better place.

The organisation raises money and then uses it to help end poverty and unfairness. 

It works in the UK and also in the poorest countries in the world.

Here is what it does:

· Gets money in: 

Raises money from the public in the UK by getting them involved in fun special events. 

· Shares money out: 

Does a lot of research to find out which charities to support and then carefully decides how best to spend the money the public donated.

· Educates people: 

Explains what causes problems like poverty in Africa and lets people in the UK know how they can change things for the better.


Sheet B: Red Nose Day

A clown-style red nose is the symbol of Red Nose Day. It is a fund-raising event held by Comic Relief every two years.

When is the next one?

· The next one will be in March. People from all over the UK can take part.

What happened in 2001?

· The 2001 Red Nose Day raised a total of over £61 million.

£6 million was raised by people buying books written for Comic Relief by J. K. Rowling. 

She wrote two Harry Potter books – Quidditch Through the Ages and Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.
£55 million was raised from the Red Nose Day ‘Say Pants to Poverty’ campaign.


Sheet C: How did it start?

· Comic Relief was set up in 1985.

· It was started by comedians who wanted to use comedy and laughter to let people know about poverty in the UK and in Africa.

· It was launched in 1985 from a refugee camp in Sudan. The launch was broadcast live on Christmas Day on BBC1.

· Since then over £250 million has been raised for some of the poorest and most vulnerable people across the UK and Africa.


Sheet D: Where does the cash go?

· Two-thirds of the money from Red Nose Day has been spent in Africa. A third was spent in the UK.

· A group of 20 experts carefully works out which projects should receive money.

· Since Comic Relief started, £134 million has gone to projects working with poor and disadvantaged people in Africa.

· Over £75 million has been given to projects in the UK.
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