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Section 12: Knowing the lawt



Task sheet 1: The legal system in Scotland



Task sheet 2: Text

Different types of courts in Scotland deal with different matters. Criminal courts involve the state (Crown) prosecuting someone for a crime, for example, robbery or murder. Civil courts deal with disputes between people. 

Minor criminal offences go to a (a) ____________ Court, and are heard by a Justice of the (b) ____________. These are not lawyers but have had some training. More serious criminal cases go to the Sheriff Court. Sometimes the sheriff decides on these alone, but there may be a (c)____________  of 15 people. Their decision is called a verdict, and is either guilty, not guilty or not proven. The third one means that there is too much doubt, and the defender goes free.

Sheriff Courts also hear civil cases, but without a jury. More serious civil cases go to the Court of (d) ____________, which sometimes has a jury of 12. Serious criminal cases are heard in the (e) ____________ Court of Justiciary in front of a jury of 15.

Appeals from civil cases are to the House of Lords. In (f) ____________ cases, these go to the Scottish Court of Criminal Appeal.

The legal system also includes children’s hearings (which deal with young people) and public enquiries (which investigate violent or sudden deaths).


Task sheet 3: Discussion


© EMPICS

Discuss the following questions:

1.
Which type of court deals with minor criminal cases in Scotland?
 

2.
Which type of law court deals with the most criminal cases in England and Wales?

3. 
Which courts do you think would deal with the following:

· A serious problem between a landlord and tenant?

· A drowning?

· A bank robbery?

· Shoplifting?

· An asylum appeal?

4.
If someone is not happy with the verdict, what can they do?

5.
In your country, is the legal system similar to this? 

Describe how it is similar or different from the Scottish system.
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