Section 12: Knowing the law


Task sheet 1

Discuss these statements – are they true (T) or false (F)?

1. 
Cannabis is a legal drug.
T / F

2. 
Before January 2004, cannabis was a class C drug.
T / F

3.
If the police find you in possession of cannabis, they


will never arrest you.
T / F

4.
The police can arrest you for smoking cannabis in public.
T / F

5. 
A magistrates court can send someone to prison for 14 years.
T / F

6. 
Selling or supplying drugs is a more serious offence than 


possessing them.
T / F

7. 
In the Crown Court, the judge can fine drug offenders any


amount of money he feels is appropriate.
T / F

Now read the text and see if you were right!


Text: Cannabis and the law

line 1
Although UK law concerning cannabis has changed, it is still an

line 2
illegal substance.

line 3
Until January 2004, cannabis was a class B drug and carried a

line 4
maximum penalty of five years in prison for possession. After 2004,

line 5
it became a class C drug. Some people believe that cannabis is

line 6
now a legal substance, but it is not. It is true that the police will not

line 7
usually arrest anybody found to have small amounts of the drug, but

line 8
they are still required to record it as a crime. So if the police catch

line 9
you with a small amount, you will have a criminal record.

line 10
There are some circumstances when the police can arrest people for having

line 11
cannabis. These are:

line 12

when the police think that somebody is going to sell the drug;

line 13

smoking cannabis in public;

line 14

having cannabis when there are children nearby;

line 15

when somebody under 17 is found with the drug.

Penalties

There are two maximum penalties for class C drugs. The maximum penalty for possession is two years in prison and an unlimited fine. The maximum penalty for selling or supplying the drug is 14 years in prison and an unlimited fine.

Most drug offences are tried in front of a jury in the Crown Court. However, if very small amounts are found, the case might be tried in a magistrates court where the maximum sentence is six months in prison and a £2,000 fine.

The sentence that someone gets depends on the amount of the drug that was found, the circumstances when the drug was found and the person’s previous criminal record.


Questions

Study the text on the previous page carefully. 

1.
What do the following words refer to?

· it  (line 1)

· it  (line 5)

· it  (line 6)

· it  (line 6)

· they  (line 8)

· you  (line 9)

· These  (line 11)

2. 
Look at the first sentence, beginning with ‘Although’. Can you re-write it, using ‘However’? What changes did you need to make?  

· Now write two sentences of your own, using ‘although’ and ‘however’.
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