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In the 2001 Census, more than 41 million people said that they were Christians, which was about 72 per cent of the population. Approximately 8.6 million people in Great Britain said they had no religion. This is about 15 per cent of the population. Nearly 8 per cent of people did not state their religion.

The chart below shows the percentages of the main religions in Britain in April 2001. Look at the chart and compare the different percentages of Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Jews and Buddhists, for example, ‘There are more Muslims than Hindus in Britain’. 

· Does any of the information surprise you? 

· Why do you think so many people did not state their religion?

· What other religions do you think make up the ‘Any other religion’ category?

Religions in Britain (April 2001)


Source: www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=954


Statistical information

	Population of Great Britain by religion, April 2001

	
	Total population

	
	(Numbers)
	(Percentages)

	
	
	

	Christian
	41,014,811
	71.8

	
	
	

	Muslim
	1,588,890
	2.8

	Hindu
	558,342
	1.0

	Sikh
	336,179
	0.6

	Jewish
	267,373
	0.5

	Buddhist
	149,157
	0.3

	Any other religion
	159,167
	0.3

	
	
	

	All non-Christian religious population
	
	5.4

	
	
	

	No religion
	8,596,488
	15.1

	Religion not stated
	4,433,520
	7.8

	
	
	

	All population
	57,103,927
	100.0


Source: www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=954 

· How many people are Hindu?

· How many people are Jewish?

· How many people do not have a religion?

· What was the total population of Great Britain in 2001?

· What is the total number of people who are non-Christian? (You will need to work this out.)

Now write two or three sentences comparing the numbers/percentages of different religions in Britain.


Questionnaire

Find out about different religions. Work in small groups and ask each other the questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

	Question 
	Answers

	1. Does your religion have one god or more than one god?
	

	2. Does your religion have a special place of worship? What is it called?
	

	3. Is there a special day of rest? When is it?
	

	4. Does your religion have a symbol? What is it?
	

	5. Does your religion have a special book? What is it called?
	

	6. Is there a festival in winter?
	

	7. Do you eat special foods at festival times? What foods?
	

	8. Do men have to wear special clothes or head-covering?
	

	9. Do women have to wear special clothes or head-covering? 
	

	10. Are there any foods you are not allowed to eat?
	

	11. Write your own question:
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