Section 14: Faiths and beliefs


Case Study: Masjid Umar and St Philip’s Church, Leicester

(Adapted from www.christianmuslimforum.org/downloads/Christian-Muslim-Friendship.pdf)

Masjid Umar is a mosque in Evington, Leicester, England. It is large and grand with four minarets and a great dome. It was opened in 2000. It is near St Philip’s Church, which was built in the early 1900s. The Reverend Dr. Andrew Wingate came to Leicester in 2000 and he has developed a new education and training centre which promotes inter-faith relations. It is called the St Philip’s Centre.

This is an extract from an interview with Reverend Andrew Wingate. These are the answers – what questions did the interviewer ask him?


?

‘I moved in to Roundhill Road, near the mosque, at the time it was opened and soon got to know the President, Imam and some of the members.’


?

 ‘The mosque receives many groups of visitors and individuals through the St. Philip’s Centre, nearly always at prayer time. …. Mosque representatives are invited to St. Philip’s when important visitors come and the Bishop visits regularly. We also break the Ramadan fast together at Iftar meals.

Church and mosque are involved in Muslim-Christian dialogue groups . … It would be very good to have a joint social project but it has not happened yet.’


?

 ‘My personal relationship is very strong. When I go there, I know many people and I am warmly greeted to ‘Andrew’s mosque’, as the President calls it. …. We are planning to have a course on Christianity for non-Christians.’


?

 ‘We have shown solidarity after major incidents. …. They have shown support when there has been vandalism, etc. to the church.’

Questions

1. How has it been helpful in times of difficulty?

2. How did the relationship start?

3. What have you done together?

4. How strong is the relationship?
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Building bridges case study
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