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Section 2: Parliament and the electoral system
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Look at the picture sheet of men and women.

The names of the people are:

· David Simpson

· Tony Blair

· Gerry Adams

· Pat Doherty

· Mark Durkan

· Jeffery Donaldson

· Ian Paisley

· Diane Abbott

· Ruth Kelly

Can you put names to faces?

How many of them are from Northern Ireland?

Choose a topic to research

Use the Internet or the library to find information about one of these topics:

· Choose one of the people on the picture sheet and find out anything you want to know about them. Select three interesting facts to tell other people.

· Think of an MP you have heard of and find out more about him or her. Select three interesting facts to tell other people.

· Research women MPs. How many are there at the moment? How many are ministers? Who was the first woman MP and when was she in Parliament?

If you don’t like these topics, choose your own about MPs.


Part 1

I decided to find out about 


I used the Internet / the library / both

I used these Websites / books:

I found out the following interesting facts:



Part 2

Discuss these questions in your group:

· Do you think there should be more women MPs?

· Do you think it is good for MPs to be young? At what age do you think MPs should retire?

· Should the Prime Minister still have to look after his/her constituency? Or is he or she too busy?







H





All photographs © EMPICS
















































































2.2





The role of the MP: Using reference material; reporting and discussing information
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