Section 2: Parliament and the electoral system



What does MP stand for?

Why do we have MPs?


How did they become MPs?

What do they do?

In small groups, complete the following quiz. If the answer is ‘False’ try to think of the correct answer.

1. 
MP stands for Member of Politics.





    True      
False
2. 
MPs represent a particular area of the country (a constituency) because they are elected by the people who live in that constituency (the constituents).



    True     
False

3. 
Every problem a constituent takes to an MP will be debated by everyone in the House of Commons.





    True    
 False

4. 
The House of Commons is one part of the Houses of Parliament.



    True   
  False


5. 
MPs from all the different parties meet in the House of Commons to debate issues.


    True     False 

6. 
Anyone can try to become an MP.



    True     False 

7. 
The Prime Minister is not an MP.


    True     False 

8. 
There are 659 MPs in the House of Commons.


    True     False 

9. 
In Parliament, all MPs are on the same side as the government.


    True     False 

10.
All MPs are able to oppose the government by voting against its proposed law.


    True     False 

Tie-breaker question

Make sure everyone on your table has a say and complete the following statement:


MPs have an important job because …

When you have finished, write it up on the whiteboard. The rest of the class should read and then vote on what they think is the best answer.

(Information obtained from www.parliament.uk/about/how)


Useful vocabulary

	Ballot box
	The box where ballot papers are

put.

	Campaign
	All the activities candidates and their supporters undertake to persuade people to vote for them.

	Candidate
	A person standing for election as an MP.

	Canvass
	To talk to people and try to persuade them to vote for a particular candidate.

	Constituency
	An area of the country, with around 67,000 voters, represented by one MP

	Electoral register
	A list of people who are entitled to vote.

	Electorate
	All the people who can vote in an election.

	Expenses
	Money spent doing a specific job, or for a specific purpose.

	General election
	An election when people in all constituencies vote for their MPs.

	Opinion poll
	A poll carried out by phone or in the street to find out voters’ opinions on particular issues and which party they are 

going to vote for.

	Polling station
	The place where people go to vote.

	Referendum
	A general vote by all the electorate on a particular political issue.
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Quiz: How much do you know about MPs?
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