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Section 2: Parliament and the electoral system
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There are 23 members of the Cabinet. Here are ten of them.
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Secretary of State for the
Responsible for looking after the environment and 

Environment, Food and
reducing pollution on land and in rivers and seas.

Rural Affairs
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Prime Minister

The head of the government. The Prime Minister (PM) chooses the ministers in the Cabinet when she or he forms a government after a general election. 
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Secretary of State 
Responsible for building roads, dealing with issues to 

for Transport
do with public transport and also for airport and air 


safety.
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Secretary of State for Foreign 
Speaks for the United Kingdom in its dealings with 

and Commonwealth Affairs 
other countries.


Secretary of State for Work 
Responsible for benefits of all sorts, for example 

and Pensions
unemployment benefit and pensions.


Secretary of State for Defence
Responsible for making sure that the United Kingdom is well defended in case of attack by other countries.


Home Secretary for the
Responsible for running the police force and the 

Home Office
prisons, for law and order in the country and for 


overseeing the system of justice.


Secretary of State for Health

Responsible for the National Health Service (NHS) and its hospitals, doctors and nurses.


Chancellor of the Exchequer
Responsible for managing the finances of the 


government – how much is collected in taxes and 


how much is spent.


Secretary of State for
Represents the interests of Northern Ireland in 
Northern Ireland
certain areas within the Cabinet 

Northern Ireland assembly at Stormont:


First Minister and
Co-Chairs of the Northern Ireland Executive 

Deputy First Minister
Committee. Coordinate the work of the Executive
Committee and the response of the Northern Ireland 


Administration to external relationships.



Task sheet

Work in pairs to fill in the missing names and words. Use the newspapers and information your teacher gives you 
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A ........................	Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs


	Responsible for looking after the ________________ and 


	reducing pollution on land and in rivers and seas.














B ........................	Prime Minister 


	The head of the government. The PM chooses the ministers in 


	the ____________ when she or he forms a government after a 


	general election.











C ........................	Secretary of State for Transport


	Responsible for building roads, dealing with issues to do with 


	___________ transport and also for airport and air safety.














D ........................	Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs


	Speaks for the United Kingdom in its dealings with other 


	countries.














E ........................	Secretary of State for Work and Pensions


Responsible for benefits of all sorts, for example ------------------


benefit and pensions. 
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F ........................	Secretary of State for Defence


	Responsible for making sure that the United Kingdom is well 


	defended in case of attack by other countries.

















G ........................	Home Secretary for the Home Office


	Responsible for running the police force and the prisons, for law 


	and order in the country and for overseeing the system of justice.




















H ........................	Secretary of State for Health


	Responsible for the _______________________________ (NHS) 


	and its hospitals, doctors and nurses.




















I ........................	Chancellor of the Exchequer 


	Responsible for managing the finances of the government – how


	much is ______________________ in taxes and how much is 


	________________
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