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In 1602 Queen Elizabeth I of England died. She had no children, and the crown passed to her relative, James VI, King of Scots. He moved to London the following year and became James I, the first king to rule over England, Scotland and Wales. This was the beginning of Great Britain.

Scotland and England shared kings and queens for the next 100 years, though each had their own parliament. However, there were strong pressures for a political union and in 1707 the Scottish Parliament voted to join with the English Parliament in London. The systems of law, education and religion in the two countries stayed separate. In later years, in sports like football, rugby and cricket, different national teams began in both countries. Scotland also developed its own administration, through the Scottish Office, and had a member of the Cabinet, the Secretary of State for Scotland.

However, there was always support for more political power to return to Edinburgh. Before the 1997 general election, the Labour Party promised a referendum on whether there should be a Scottish Parliament. After they won the election this was held and the majority of people in Scotland voted ‘yes’. An election for members of the Scottish Parliament was held and it had its first meeting in 1999. At first the Parliament used temporary accommodation, but in 2004 a new building opened at Holyrood in Edinburgh (see picture above).

There are 129 MSPs. Seventy-three of these represent constituencies and are elected by the traditional ‘first past the post’ system. There are another 56 regional MSPs, seven for each of the eight regions used in the European Parliament elections. Regional MSPs are elected by a proportional system, so that the number of MSPs comes close to the numbers of votes.

At the moment the Labour Party is the largest. It works together with the Liberal Democrats to give them a majority over the second largest party, the Scottish Nationalists. The leader of the largest group is known as the First Minister. At present this is Jack McConnell.

Elections to the Scottish Parliament are held every four years, following the first election 
in 1999.


Exercise 1

Are these sentences true or false?  

1.
James I was the first king of England.

2.
The Parliament of Great Britain began in 1707.

3. 
Education and law stayed separate in Scotland and England after 1707.

4. 
There were two elections in Scotland between 1997 and 1999.

5.
The new parliament building opened in 1999.

6.
The Scottish Parliament has two types of MSP.

7.
There was an election for the Scottish Parliament in 2003.

8. 
The leader of the Scottish Parliament is called the Prime Minister.

Exercise 2

Match each word on the left with one on the right.

culture
army

media
abroad

employment
railways

legal
theatre

transport
trees

agriculture
newspapers

forestry
law

defence
work

foreign policy
farms


Exercise 3

The Scottish Parliament only has power over some areas. Others are still decided at Westminster. Here is a list of some of them:

	
	London
	Edinburgh
	

	Culture, media and sport
	
	
	Except broadcasting and the National Lottery.

	Economic policy
	
	
	

	Economic development
	
	
	

	Employment legislation
	
	
	

	Health
	
	
	Except for medical law and regulations.

	Home affairs
	
	
	Except drugs, firearms, immigration, and so on.

	Legal system
	
	
	

	Local government and housing
	
	
	

	Social security
	
	
	

	Social services
	
	
	

	Trade and industry
	
	
	

	Training
	
	
	

	Transport
	
	
	Except safety of aviation and shipping.


Use the Internet or the library to find out if London or Edinburgh controls the following areas. Put a tick (✓) in one of these boxes:

	
	London
	Edinburgh

	Agriculture, forestry, fisheries and food
	
	

	Defence
	
	

	Education
	
	

	Environment
	
	

	Foreign policy
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