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Section 3: Geography and history



Emily Davison


Emily Davison was born in the north of England in 1872. She did well at school and went to university. After university she worked as a teacher.

Emily was very concerned about women’s rights and wanted women to have the vote. In 1906 she joined the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), which was a militant women’s suffrage movement. Members of the WSPU were known as ‘suffragettes’ and they were prepared to break the law to achieve the vote.

She gradually became more and more involved in WSPU activities. In 1909 Emily gave up full-time teaching so that she could spend more time working for the WSPU.   

Emily was arrested and imprisoned seven times between 1909 and 1912 because she was very militant and she carried out acts of violence, for example burning post boxes and throwing stones at cars. 

In prison, she refused to eat and went on hunger strike. The suffragettes often did this as a way of protesting. When this happened the prison authorities tried to force-feed them. Eventually, the women hunger strikers were released from prison and sent home until they had recovered. Then they were put back inside prison to finish their sentences.  

Emily decided that she had to do something more dangerous to get the maximum publicity. In June 1913, at the most important horse race of the year, Emily ran out in front of a horse owned by King George V. The horse hit Emily and she was seriously injured. Sadly, she died a few days later.

In 1918, women over the age of 30 were given the right to vote. In 1928 voting rights for men and women were equalised.


Emmeline Pankhurst


Emmeline Pankhurst (second from right) was born in Manchester in 1858. She went to school in Manchester and then to a ‘finishing’ school in Paris when she was 15.

Soon after Emmeline returned to Manchester in 1878 she met and married a lawyer, Richard Pankhurst.  Emmeline had four children in the first 

six years of marriage: Christabel (1880), Sylvia (1882), Frank (1884) and Adela (1885). During these years, Richard and Emmeline were both involved in the struggle for women’s rights and in 1889 they helped to form a group, the Women’s Franchise League. Richard became ill and died in 1898.

In 1903 Emmeline and her daughter Christabel helped to form the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), which was a militant women’s suffrage movement. Members of the WSPU were called ‘suffragettes’ and they were prepared to break the law to achieve the vote.  

By 1905 the media had lost interest in the struggle for women’s rights, so the WSPU opened an office in London in 1906 and Emmeline moved to London to join her two daughters. They decided to use more violent methods to get publicity, such as breaking windows, cutting telephone wires and burning empty buildings.

As a result of these militant incidents, she was arrested and imprisoned six times between 1908 and 1912. In prison, she refused to eat and went on a hunger strike.  Eventually, the women hunger strikers were released from prison and sent home until they had recovered. Then they were put back inside prison to finish their sentences.  

The suffragettes stopped their protests in 1914 when World War I broke out.  After the war ended in 1918, Emmeline went to the United States, Bermuda and Canada. She returned to Britain in 1926 and became involved in politics.  She died in 1928.


Pair work

1. Fill in the table below about either Emily or Emmeline.

2. Ask your partner the questions about the other woman and fill in the answers.

	Questions

	Emily Davison
	Emmeline Pankhurst

	1. When was she born?
	
	

	2. Where was she born?
	
	

	3. Which organisation was she in?
	
	

	4. What militant activities did she do?
	
	

	5. How many times did she go to prison?
	
	


 Read the following text carefully. There are a total of five incorrect facts. Try and find them all and make a note of your answers.


Discussion work

The word ‘suffrage’ means ‘the right to vote’. Do men and women have the same rights to vote in your country and have they always had the same rights? At what age do you think people should be allowed to vote? 























































Emmeline Pankhurst was born in America in 1858. She married a doctor and had four children. Emmeline and her daughter started a group called the Women’s Social and Political Union and they wanted to give women in the UK the right to work. The members of this group were called suffragettes. They tried to get publicity by breaking windows and burning empty buildings. Emmeline was arrested but never sent to prison. Another woman called Emily Davison joined the suffragette movement. In June 1913 she decided to get a lot of publicity by running out in front of the King’s horse during a race. She had to spend the rest of her life in a wheelchair. Women in Britain finally got the vote in 1918 after the Second World War.
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