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Section 3: Geography and history
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Queen Victoria

Queen Victoria (1819–1901) was queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (1837–1901) and empress of India (1876–1901). Her reign was the longest of any monarch in British history and came to be known as the Victorian era.

Queen Victoria was the official head of state of the United Kingdom and the British Empire, which included Canada, Australia, India, New Zealand, and large parts of Africa.  

On 20 June 1837, with the death of William IV, she became queen at the age of 18. Immediately after becoming queen, Victoria began regular meetings with Viscount Melbourne, the British Prime Minister at the time. The two grew very close, and Melbourne taught Victoria how the British government worked on a day-to-day basis.

Queen Victoria played a role in appointing some Cabinet ministers (and even a Prime Minister) and she consulted regularly with her Prime Ministers by letter and in person. In private, Victoria was never afraid to speak her mind. 

In 1839 Victoria fell in love with her first cousin, Prince Albert, from Germany.  They were married in February 1840, and Albert soon developed a keen interest in the government of his new country. Albert was a studious and serious young man, and he worked as his wife’s private secretary. He was a patron of the arts and sciences, and he was the prime organiser of the Great Exhibition of 1851, the first true world's fair, which was held in the Crystal Palace in London’s Hyde Park. Though Albert was respected by most of his new countrymen, he was not loved; many resented him because he was a foreigner, and his heavy German accent did not help.

Victoria and Albert were very happy together. The royal couple offered an example of family life that contrasted sharply with the images of previous British monarchs. Between 1840 and 1857, Victoria and Albert had nine children.

Queen Victoria never truly recovered from Albert’s death in December 1861 at the age of 42. For almost a decade she remained in mourning. By the late 1860s, the queen’s absence from the public stage caused her popularity to decline, and there was talk of replacing the monarchy with a republic. In the 1870s and the 1880s, she gradually returned to the public arena, and her popularity rose once more.

By the 1880s Victoria had again become the popular symbol of dutiful public service. She appeared in public more often.  After a reign of 63 years, she died on January 22, 1901.
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Answer the questions:

1. What was the name of Queen Victoria’s husband?

2. Where did he come from?

3. How long was Queen Victoria queen?

4. What was the Crystal Palace?

5. Who was the king before Queen Victoria?

6. What did the public think of Prince Albert?

7. What was the relationship between Victoria and Albert before they married?

8. How many children did Queen Victoria have?
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Discuss:

· Do you agree with the idea of a monarchy? What are the points in favour of it and what are the points against it?

· Do you think that members of the Royal Family should be treated differently from other people when they want to marry?















Student A


· What kind of old buildings do you see in the area where you live?

· Do you know when they were built?

· Do you know any famous old buildings in other countries?

· Do you know when they were built?

Photographs © EMPICS, unless stated otherwise



Read these sentences about the Victorian period:



Now do some writing of your own.

Either:

· research in the library or on the Internet about the everyday lives of ordinary people at a period in British history and write some text contrasting aspects of daily life at that time (for example transport, work, family life, clothing) with the present day;

or:

· write about the way in which aspects of daily life (for example transport, work, family life, clothing) have changed in the country where you were born. Contrast life at some period in the past with life for people in that country today.


A. Cardiff Castle

Right in the centre of Cardiff city, near the shopping centre and next to beautiful Bute Park is one of Wales’s most popular tourist attractions – Cardiff Castle.

Parts of the Castle were built by the Romans in the first century AD, the keep was built by the Normans and many medieval buildings were added later. However it was the third Marquess of Bute, who in the 1860s was said to be the richest man in the world, who transformed the castle into what we see today.

John, the third Marquess, asked the architect William Burges to change his castle into a spectacular building. William built gothic towers and put in stained glass windows. He decorated the building beautifully and gave each room its own theme – Arabian, Italian, Mediterranean – there is even a nursery decorated with fairytale characters.

As well as the main house there is a military museum which provides lots of information about famous Welsh regiments. Visitors can enjoy a walk in the castle grounds, where peacocks roam freely, or a trip to the tea room with traditional Welsh cakes and biscuits. 
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Did you know?





The present queen’s husband was born in Greece.





Edward Vlll stopped being king because he wanted to marry a divorced American woman, and it was not allowed for the monarch to marry a divorcee. He abdicated (chose not to be king) and his younger brother became king in his place.





There was some public argument about whether Prince Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles could marry in a civil ceremony, as some people believe the heir to the throne (the future king) can only marry in church.
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D





There was great unrest between Catholics and Protestants during this queen’s reign. Her father divorced his Catholic first wife, then married but later executed this queen’s Protestant mother. He married another four times. This queen often fought with her elder half-sister and with her cousin the Queen of Scotland. In her time, the English navy was very powerful. People had just discovered the world was not flat and the first ships sailed around the world. Europeans went to America and goods such as tobacco and potatoes were brought back. It was also during her reign that the notorious slave trade started, whereby people were taken from Africa to become slaves in America.








C





This was the first of the Norman kings. He was Duke of Normandy in Northern France and his army invaded and fought the army of King Harold, King of England at the time. He became known as ‘the conqueror’, but his followers believed that he was the rightful king of England. After the invasion, the court of the king was French-speaking. In fact, some of the king’s descendents could not speak any English. As a result the English we speak today is very different from the English spoken then, as many French words and expressions entered the language.





B





This king’s grandfather spoke only German when he became King of England. However, this king spoke English and thought of himself as an Englishman. In his reign, there was not only a rebellion in the British Colonies in America, which led to the American War of Independence but also a huge war with France. The king was popular, but at the end of his reign, he became ill and went mad. His son, who was very unpopular, had to take over from him as ‘regent’ and later became. It was during the reigns of both this king and his son that many of the buildings we see in British cities today were built.





A





During this Tudor king’s reign, there was great division within the Christian Church. Most European countries, including England, were Catholic, although there were Protestant movements in many parts of Europe. The king wanted to divorce his Spanish-born Catholic wife, but the Pope refused. The king broke away from the Catholic Church, destroyed monasteries and founded the Church of England. Since that time, England has officially been a Protestant country and the monarch is the official head of the Church of England.
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G





This nobleman was born into a powerful family of the Welsh nobility. He led a quiet life studying law until Henry IV became king. Henry’s harsh rule and cruel treatment of the Welsh caused great unrest. In 1400, this man led a revolt against the English Crown, established a Welsh Parliament and was declared Prince of Wales. Thousands of Welsh people joined him in his fight. He won many battles but was trapped at Harlech Castle in 1409. He managed to escape. How he died is a mystery, even the place where he is buried is uncertain, but he is remembered as a popular Welsh hero.








F





This king was the first monarch of both England and Scotland. Before that, England and Wales had one king or queen, and Scotland had another, although the royal families were related. After the death of his predecessor, this king came from Scotland to London to become king, and so united England, Wales and Scotland, to form Great Britain. It was in his time that a group of Catholics attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament when the king was present. They did not succeed and they were caught and executed.





E





The time of this queen’s reign was a time of great change in Britain. There were many mechanical inventions, the railways were built and the ‘industrial revolution’ took place. Before the industrial revolution, goods were made largely in small workshops, often run by a family. This ‘revolution’ meant that large factories were built and goods were mass-produced. People in the countryside found they could no longer make a living and had to move into towns and cities to find work. Consequently, the towns and cities grew at a rapid rate, as houses had to be built to provide homes for the new working class. At the same time, the British Empire also grew. Many of the wealthier British people moved to colonies in India or parts of Africa, where the British were the ruling class. At the same time, raw materials such as cotton were brought to England from countries in the British Empire to be used in the manufacturing industries.
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This is a Tudor cottage. It


was built around the time of


Henry Vlll or Elizabeth I. It is about 400–500 years old.








This is a Victorian terraced house.  It was built at the time of the Industrial Revolution in the late nineteenth century.





This is a Tudor cottage. It


was built around the time of


Henry Vlll or Elizabeth I. It is about 400–500 years old.








This is Caerphilly Castle in Wales. It is a Norman Castle built after the time William the conqueror.





This building was built in Georgian times, in the reign of King George III or King George IV.





This is the Brighton Pavilion.  It was built at the time that George IV (not yet king) was acting as regent because of his father’s illness.





This is the Brighton Pavilion.  It was built at the time that George IV (not yet king) was acting as regent because of his father’s illness.





This is a Norman church.  It was built when the Norman kings were in power, and is about 800 years old.





Shakespeare Birthplace 


Trust Records Office
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1.  	In Victorian times, people used to either walk or travel by horse and carriage, although the railways were starting to operate in some places. This was quite different from today, as there are now many forms of transport.





2.  	In the Victorian age, clothing was quite different, especially for women. Women wore long dresses and were not supposed to show even an ankle, unlike nowadays, when some women wear very short skirts.





3.  	In the reign of Queen Victoria, life could be very difficult for the poorer people. In those days, even young children sometimes had to work for an employer, doing difficult and dangerous work. In contrast to those times, there are now laws to protect children from exploitation.





4. 	Victorian families tended to be large, whereas British families today are smaller on average. Wealthy families lived in large houses, with servants, while poorer families often suffered from overcrowded conditions.





Notice these verb phrases:





“Used to … walk”  (sentence 1)


“Were not supposed to” (sentence 2)


“Could be difficult” (sentence 3)


“Tended to be” (sentence 4)





Discuss what they mean and why they are used here.





Notice the phrases which are used to contrast the past with the present, or to contrast the life of the rich with the life of the poor. Underline these phrases.





H





This king made enemies with Parliament. He believed that God had chosen him to be king and he could do what he wanted without consulting Parliament. The problem came to a head when the king sent his soldiers to Parliament to arrest some of his enemies. Eventually a Civil War broke out between ‘Cavaliers’ who supported the king and ‘Roundheads’ who supported Parliament. The general of the ‘Roundheads’ army, Oliver Cromwell, became ruler of Britain, and the king was executed. For 11 years, Britain was not a monarchy. However, very soon after Cromwell’s death, the monarchy was restored and the son of the previously executed king came to the throne.
























































This Prince is the eldest son of the reigning monarch and the heir to the British throne. He was invested as Prince of Wales by The Queen on 1st July 1969 in a ceremony at Caernarfon Castle. He spent time at the University in Aberystwyth learning to speak Welsh. He has had a career in the Navy and developed a wide range of interests which are today reflected in ‘The Prince’s Charities’ which raises over £100 million a year. He has two sons, William and Harry. His first wife, Princess Diana of Wales, died in a car crash. He married again in 2005 to Camilla Parker Bowles.
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