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Section 4: The United Kingdom as a diverse society



 (From learners at Hammersmith and West London College)

Image the following situations

Which do you think would be acceptable or appropriate in: a) your community or neighbourhood?; b) your country?; c) the UK generally?
· A friend telephones your house after 10 p.m.

· Two male friends or family members walk down the street hand in hand.

· A person walking along the street spits in the gutter.

· You are having dinner with a friend. They light a cigarette without asking if you mind.

· You are having dinner with a friend. They pick up and eat some food with their left hand.

· A visitor takes their shoes off as they enter your house.

· A person talks loudly on their mobile phone on a bus.

· In the middle of a conversation with you, your friend’s mobile phone rings – they take the call.

· Someone visits your house without arranging it first.

· On a train, a person starts a conversation with a stranger.

· On the street, a person starts a conversation with a stranger.









































































































































































4.4





Culture and diversity









































When I came to London, the one thing that amused me was


that everybody who lives in London walks so quickly!





Most of the time they usually have their food outside


their home, that means on the train, bus and in the street. This is so


strange for me. If I have lunch in the street I don’t know where the food has gone to. Is it in my stomach or not?





I was amused about the amount of kissing


in the street, on the bus and also in the parks. It doesn’t embarrass me, but in my country all physical contact in public is prohibited.








I saw another thing that amazed me – in Tottenham Hill station, a girl brushing her hair and looking in a mirror in front of everyone!








One day I was also really shocked on the train because I saw a young woman pick her nose and then put the same finger in her mouth! It's totally different in my country!
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