Section 4: The United Kingdom as a diverse society?



Reading for information

Read the names of these festivals and celebrations.

They are in alphabetical order.

· Bonfire Night

· Christmas

· Diwali

· Easter

· Eid ul Adha

· Eid ul Fitr

· Hanukkah

· Vaisakhi

· Wesak

Which are Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist or Sikh celebrations?

Which are not religious celebrations?

First, choose one you know about and use the grid to record information from the text.

Now, choose one you know nothing about and use the grid to record the information.

	Who celebrates?


	

	When?


	

	Why?


	

	How?


	


(You will not always find information for every box.)


Asking for information

You are going to ask another person for information about the festivals they celebrate. Choose a person with a different background from yourself.

Prepare your questions. Take the information in the grid and make questions. Try to ask questions in different ways, for example direct questions or questions using ‘Can you tell me…?’

Practise asking your questions and use intonation that shows you are interested in the other person’s background.

	Who celebrates?


	

	When?


	

	Why?


	

	How?


	


· Bonfire night

Bonfire Night is celebrated across the UK on 5 November. The date marks the failed attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament by Guy Fawkes in 1605.

The intention was to kill King James I and everyone in government. The group wanted England to return to the Catholic faith. One of the group members had a friend in the Houses of Parliament and sent a letter to him, warning him to stay away. The letter was instead handed to the king.

Guy Fawkes and his friends rolled 36 barrels of gunpowder into the Houses of Parliament, and were waiting for the king to arrive when guards arrested them. They were tortured and executed.

· Christmas 

Christmas (25 December) is a Christian holy day that marks the birth of Jesus. However, it is not only a Christian festival. Christmas has roots in the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah.


The nativity is the birth of Jesus as described in the New Testament of the Bible. Jesus was born to a woman called Mary who was married to Joseph, a carpenter.

Christmas today

Christmas remains the biggest holiday in the UK calendar. It is a largely secular holiday, with the main element the exchange of gifts on Christmas Day. 

· Diwali


Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, is the most popular of all the festivals from South Asia, and is also the occasion for celebrations by Jains and Sikhs as well as Hindus.

The festival of Diwali extends over five days. 

The festival celebrates the victory of good over evil, light over darkness, and knowledge over ignorance.

Diwali UK

In the United Kingdom, as in India, the festival is a time for spring-cleaning the home and for wearing new clothes and decorating buildings with lights.

· Easter

Easter is a Christian festival that takes place in either March or April each year. Christians remember that on Good Friday, Jesus died on the cross. His body was placed in a cave and a large rock was used to seal the entrance.

Two days later, on Easter Sunday, his followers returned to the cave to find that the rock had been rolled away and that Jesus had risen from the dead. After greeting his family and friends he ascended to Heaven.

On Easter Sunday it is traditional to give children chocolate Easter eggs.  

· Eid


Muslims have two Eid festivals:

Eid ul Fitr 

This is celebrated on the 1st of Shawal, the month which comes after the month of Ramadan (the month of fasting) in the Islamic calendar.

Muslims are not only celebrating the end of fasting, they’re thanking Allah for the help and strength that he gave them throughout the previous month.

Everyone wears best or new clothes, and decorates their homes. 


There are special services, processions through the streets, gifts are exchanged and, of course, there is a special celebratory meal. This is eaten during the daytime and is the first daytime meal Muslims will have had in a month. 

Eid is also a time of forgiveness, and making amends.

Eid ul Adha (The festival of sacrifice)


This Eid is celebrated on the 10th Dhul-Hijja (last month of the Islamic calendar).

As with all festivals there are prayers and also presents.

The festival remembers the prophet Ibrahim’s (Abraham) willingness to sacrifice his son when God ordered him to.

· Hanukkah








Hanukkah or Chanukah is the Jewish festival of lights.

The festival begins on the 25th day of Kislev and is celebrated for eight days. In the Western calendar Hanukkah is celebrated in November or December. 

The word Hanukkah means dedication and commemorates the Jews’ struggle for religious freedom.

· Vaisakhi

Vaisakhi is celebrated on the 13th/14th of April.

Vaisakhi is the Sikh New Year festival and the anniversary of the founding of the Khalsa in 1699.

The festival is marked with street processions which form an important part of Sikh culture and religious celebrations involving singing and chanting scriptures and hymns. 

The processions are led by traditionally dressed panj piaras.
The Sikh holy book will be carried in the procession in a place of honour.

· Wesak
 

Wesak is the most important of the Buddhist festivals and is celebrated in May. It celebrates the Buddha’s birthday and, for Theravada Buddhists, marks the day of the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death.

The festival is celebrated with colour and gaiety. Homes are cleaned and decorated. In Thailand, for example, special Wesak lanterns are made of paper and wood. In Theravada countries during the festival, Buddhists will visit their local temple for services and teaching, and will give offerings to the monks
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