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Section 5: The United Kingdom in Europe, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
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Task sheet 1
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The European flag is the symbol of the European Union and Europe’s unity and identity. The circle of gold stars represents solidarity and harmony between the peoples of Europe.

The number of stars is not the same as the number of Member States. There are 12 stars because the number 12 is traditionally the symbol of perfection, completeness and unity, so the flag has not changed although new countries have joined.

First find the countries on the wall map and put a flag pin on them. Then match the 25 countries in the EU with the dates when they joined – some countries will have the same date:

Countries
Dates

Austria

Belgium


Cyprus

Czech Republic


Denmark
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Finland


France


Germany


Greece


Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Slovak Republic

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden





United Kingdom
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Task sheet 2

The UK and the European Union

Overseas trade has been very important to Britain’s economy for hundreds of years.  During the Industrial Revolution, Britain developed into an international trading centre.  There was so much trade that it had a fleet of ships which was bigger than the rest of the world’s put together.  Today, the UK is part of the world’s largest trading bloc, the European Union (EU).

In the past, the UK’s trade was with the countries that made up the Commonwealth.  Since joining the EU, the UK has traded less with these old partners because it must use other European countries.

The UK’s decision to join the European Community in 1973 was mainly for political reasons. The UK wanted to become part of Europe and to have more contact with European countries. It was also useful to be a member for economic reasons. The UK is an island and depends a lot on trade with other countries for raw materials and food not found in the UK. The Single European Market of the EU gives UK companies a market of over 350 million customers.  A wide range of goods can be imported, which gives UK customers lots of choice, and the free trade and duty-free arrangements with EU member countries makes trading simple.  Nearly half of the UK’s trade is with the rest of the European Union.

Read the text and complete this table:

	The UK has been a member since:



	

	Main reason for joining:



	

	Other reasons for joining:


	

	Advantages of membership:


	

	The UK’s main trading partners now:
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5.2





The European Union: Flags and countries





Austria	Greece	Portugal


Belgium	Hungary	Slovakia


Cyprus	Ireland	Slovenia


Czech Republic	Italy	Spain


Denmark	Latvia	Sweden


Estonia	Lithuania	The Netherlands


Finland	Luxembourg	United Kingdom


France	Malta


Germany	Poland
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The European Union: Flags and countries
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2004





1995





1986





1981





1973





1957
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