Section 5: The United Kingdom in Europe, the Commonwealth and the United Nations



Question sheet

1.
Why did the modern Commonwealth start to develop?


a)
Because the British Empire started to break up.


b)
Because the British Empire became larger.


c)
Because the British Empire did not exist.

2.
When did the nations become the ‘British Commonwealth of


Nations’?


a)
1918


b)
1931


c)
1947

3.
What caused the Commonwealth to grow in the 1950s and 1960s?


a)
Many European countries joined.


b)
Former British colonies gained their independence and joined.


c)
The United States of America joined.

4.
When was the Commonwealth Secretariat in London established?


a)
1960


b)
1957


c)
1965

5.
As Head of the Commonwealth, how much real power does the


Queen have?


a)
Very little.


b)
A lot.


c)
Some.

Reading text

1 
The Commonwealth is a unique family of 53 nations around the world. It is a voluntary association of independent states which have many different religions, races, languages and cultures.

2 
The modern Commonwealth began in the nineteenth century when the British Empire began to disintegrate. In 1867, Canada became the first colony to be transformed into a self-governing ‘Dominion’. Other parts of the Empire became Dominions too: Australia (1900), New Zealand (1907), South Africa (1910) and the Irish Free State (1921).

3 
After the end of World War I (1914–1918), there were more changes. By 1931, the Dominions had become independent nations within the British Empire, equal in status and united by their allegiance to the Crown. They were known as the British Commonwealth of Nations.

4 
Further changes occurred after India and Pakistan gained independence in 1947: the word ‘British’ was dropped from its name, allegiance to the Crown was removed from the statute and, as more former colonies gained independence in the next two decades, they became members of the Commonwealth. This greatly increased the diversity and variety of the Commonwealth.

5 
Although Ireland left the Commonwealth in 1949, Irish nationals continued to have similar rights in the UK to those of Commonwealth countries.

6 
In 1965, the leaders of the Commonwealth established the Commonwealth Secretariat in London, headed by a Secretary-General. The Commonwealth has no constitution or charter, but meetings are held every two years for the Commonwealth Heads of Government. 

7 
The Queen is Head of the Commonwealth and, although she has little real power, she is recognised as the “symbol of their free association”. She attends the Commonwealth summits and the Commonwealth Games, which are held every four years. Today, the Commonwealth is committed to racial equality and national sovereignty. It promotes democracy, good government, human rights and economic and social development.


Look at the text again and choose the correct meaning of the following words:

Paragraph 1: ‘unique’
a) Being the only one of its type.      b) Special.      c) Very large.

Paragraph 2: ‘to be transformed’
a) To be improved.      b) To be made worse.      c) To be changed.

Paragraph 3: ‘allegiance’

a) Belief.      b) Loyalty, faith and support.       c) Concern and interest. 

Paragraph 4: ‘statute’
a) List.      b) Book.      c) Law.

Paragraph 4: ‘diversity’
a) Differences.      b) Size.      c) Quantity.
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