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Adult Education is now facing its most severe challenge. The challenge arises from triple sources: There is a global economic crisis, there is global climate change and there is a moral crisis to respond to these multiple challenges as they affect the most vulnerable population of migrants, in a radical way. The goals and pedagogy of education among migrant youth and adults, thus needs to be reviewed so that the global community can chart a new direction.

This report will tackle three areas: 1) first, it will attempt to present the global crises and its observable impact on education; 2) second, propose a new perspective of education for migrant youth and adults, given the pervasiveness of crises; 3) third, a statement of proposals and recommendations for education at this time.


Global Economic Crisis
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Government failure to regulate financial sector
Bail-out of the private sector by governments

Massive retrenchment, lay-offs and increase in
unemployment

Protectionist policies and stringent border control.
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Benjamin Franklin appalled by the financial crises. 

The Global crises
The world at this time is in an unprecedented state of flux. On one hand, the world economic system is undergoing a thorough evaluation based on the weakening of the U.S. economy and its widening financial crisis that has spread to economies strongly integrated into the global markets including labor markets. The crisis started from the “the subprime mortgage crisis, investment vehicles such as “derivatives”, “market to myth” asset valuation models which did not reflect real values; and a US government that was reluctant or plainly negligent in reining in risky investments.” These “derivatives” which were allowed to flourish without regulation became investment instruments which Warren Buffet has called “financial weapons of mass destruction.” Which is what exploded and led to the collapse of the Lehman brothers, and other financial institutions and banks, and which now require US$3 trillion in bail out money to rehabilitate.
 
What is significant about the crisis is that many socio psychologists and behavioral economists say quite bluntly that the failure of government to regulate boils down to two fundamental human failings – greed and hubris or pride. Greed is the insatiable lust for money and material wealth. Hubris, is the arrogance that derives from delusion that the great size of one’s holdings alone will insulate one from any economic distress. Now the world economy must contract to reflect a more realistic value and the real economy. A contracting economy means financial losses for corporations and countries, less investments and employment opportunities, lower wages and quality of life in many regions of the world.
 
Global economic crisis is causing massive retrenchment and lay-offs of workers and increase in unemployment rate, (10% unemployment rate in the US). The crisis has strengthened the hand of protectionist policies and actions of states including repatriation and deportation of migrants especially in hard hit industries such as construction, manufacturing, services.
The crisis is also encouraging more control measures on migrants; rounding up, arrests and detention of undocumented migrants, such as in Korea, Taiwan and Malaysia, and more stringent immigration control.




Global Climat Change

Loss of lives,
property and

resources

36 million people
displaced in 2008 —
“environmental
migrants”

Unsustainable
ecosystems
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The second global crisis is Climate change. 
In the last five years, the world has seen the rapid unfolding of natural disasters. The Katrina hurricane in the US, bush fires in Australia and California, more recent typhoons and flooding in the Philippines, landslides in El Salvador that buried more than 150 people, tsunami in Asia and the Pacific islands and the disappearance of many Pacific islands due to rising ocean levels, are only some of these manifestations. In 2008 alone, 36 million people were displaced. Many of them have become environmental migrants/refugees.
Nearly one billion people are on the move due to man made and natural calamities. 60% of these migrants are in so called “developing countries”. That means that one in seven persons is a migrant. The needs of affected migrant communities in these natural catastrophes have not been adequately addressed. The Central American Resource Center (CAREC) confirmed in the case of migrant communities during the Katrina hurricane, that migrants were more vulnerable because of their undocumented status. They were missed out in humanitarian assistance and support. One reason is that they were not in the priority. Because of irregular status, many of them were hesitant to come out.
Population growth and the scarcity of land resources is forcing an urban biased growth and development strategy in many countries. There is a concentration of businesses and social services in the urban areas such that rural areas are neglected. This leads to rural to urban migration and in many cases overseas migration.

In Tuvalu in the Pacific, global warming has resulted in forced migration of people as the seas rise.  Rising sea levels destroy reservoirs of drinking water. The rise in ocean temperatures damage coral reefs and fish population making fishing an unsustainable livelihood in Tuvalu. The Prime Minister of Tuvalu confirmed that beaches have disappeared, small islets washed away, coral reefs are dying and crops are dying from salt water intrusion.

NOTE 1: Yet there is real crisis in making governments especially among developed countries to come to an agreement on mitigating climate change. Despite the crisis from climate change, there is pessimism on the outcome in the upcoming Copenhagen meeting on climate change.

Young migrants compose 25% of total migrant population. Most of them come from developing countries. Migrant youth are children of migrants or children of migrant families or children of mixed marriages. In ethno phobic states like Japan and Korea, the children of mixed marriages have unique problems of discrimination. On the other hand, migrants who flee from poverty fall into dangerous work because there is no choice. Mexican teenagers who cross the US-Mexican border may become boy jockeys or those in Argentina become cartoneros (scavengers) because these are the most available jobs. 
Education for migrant youth in these situations is problematic. Because they are mostly undocumented, and are pursued by police or immigration authorities, they are prone to being abused. They lack legal protection and are often prosecuted as adults rather than as children. Still other young people who are driven out of their countries become victims of human trafficking and sex exploitation. 
There are many issues of education for migrants especially for youth.  Migration is an attractive recourse for youth and adults who have no stable jobs and incomes in their mostly undeveloped and rural countries. The lure of the city, especially of a cosmopolitan city is great, so much so that many jump into opportunities of migration without looking at the consequences to themselves and their families. 
Studies have shown that the social cost of migration is high. Many youthful migrants leave for work in foreign countries where labor is often in short supply, and where wages are low for foreign workers.
There are health costs for migrant workers. There are safety costs. Some migrants who leave their families behind may lose their spouses due to long absences. Children of migrants may suffer psychological and emotional disorders because of the absence of one or both parents who are working overseas.
The most vulnerable of migrants are those who are undocumented. They have no protection of any kind, but are instead liable to be arrested, detained and abused. In Asia there is a growing demand for workers in specific jobs such as in the health care for the elderly industry. There is growing demand for domestic work, for agriculture and for highly skilled work (knowledge workers) – jobs that will drive continuing migration.




Crisis 1n Values

Personal interest vs common
good

Unsustainable consumption &
waste

Greed — insatiable lust for

money and material wealth

Hubris — arrogance
derived from delusion that
the great size of one’s
holdings alone will
Insulate one from any
economic distress
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Consumerism –the equation of personal happiness to consumption and the purchase of material possessions. 
Selfish Individualism–the pursuit of purely individual achievements vs. social goods and the common good.

NOTE 2: Where is the crisis in values?

Nominal Economy vs. Real Economy .
Economy is growing yet there are no jobs produced

Our Values 
Value of Labor 
Value of Human Resource Development 
Value of Education 

*Photo on Self individualism is entitled “ The world is under my feet”
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Migration landscape

* Almost 1 billion people on the move
* 214 million (21.4%) international migrants

* 70 million move from developing countries
to developed countries

* 48% International migrants are women
* 25% are young migrants
* Less than 1% of Africans live in Europe

* US$246 billion remittance flows to
developing countries.




International migration Is a power
problem!

It Is a new face of an old problem

It will persist because of:
* Demographic factor — ageing population

* Structural labor imbalance
* Poverty and underdevelopment in origin
countries

* Wage differentials and opportunities for
advancement in host countries




Education

Public Sector:
peys-ducation & skills

Private sector:

Business and
knowledge-based
education &

competencies

development for
the gIthl mMmarl/nt
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Social Sector |

Life skills &

for
well being

coping with
poverty,
hunger,

unemployment,
health &
disasters
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Education must build a new person
for a new day!

A new education paradigm that:

> Strengthen the social sector as a driver for
human and economic development.

> Glve primacy to social values and promote
the common good

> Rebuild and restore sustainable
ecosystems resilient to crisis and disasters
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II. A philosophy for non-formal education of migrant youth and adults
In the Human Development Report 2009: Overcoming Barriers Human Mobility and Development[1], human development of a country is measured by average achievements in three basic areas and one of them is access to knowledge, measured by the adult literacy rate and the combined gross enrolment ratio in education. (The other two being: long and healthy life as measured by life expectancy at birth and decent standard of living as measured by GDP per capital in purchasing power parity (PPP) in US dollars).[2]
The Global Competitive Report (2008-2009) (Michael Porter and Klaus Schwab, World Economic Forum), health and education are part of the 12 pillars of competitiveness – 4th pillar, Health and Primary education; 5th pillar, Higher education and Training. “A healthy workforce is vital to a country’s competitiveness and productivity.
Clearly, lack of access to education is a great hindrance to human development. Various surveys have shown that successful migrants and their children improve their access to education, both in host and in sending countries. But there are migrants whose families are left in the sending countries. The separation of families especially of parents and children, deprives the children of nurturing education which are essential for emotional and psychological growth.
Where migrant families are allowed in the host countries, there is a problem of the formal education sector being unable to respond to education needs of various nationalities who are not conversant in the local language. 
Basic education increases the efficiency of each individual worker. A workforce that had received little formal education can carry out only basic manual work and finds it much more difficult to adapt to more advanced production processes and techniques. 
“Higher quality education and training is crucial for economies that want to move up the value chain beyond simple production processes and products.”
Migrant sending countries ranked low in both pillars. In education, measures and ranking based on quality of primary education and education expenditure show the marginalization of the poorer sectors. They are the ones pushed to seek jobs abroad. 
Enrolment in and quality of secondary and tertiary education and internet access in schools enable migrant workers to be competitive with local workers. Majority of migrants come from developing countries where the focus of formal education is developing market skills. Because formal education is mostly inaccessible to the poorer sectors, non-formal education is crucial to youth and adults who focus on skills development that cater to a perceived demand of labor markets overseas. However, undocumented migrant youth on the other hand, have real problems in accessing education services.


Social entrepreneurship

Develop and release
the creative and
Innovative talents of
migrant youth and
adults.

Create your own job
and those in your
community.
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Non formal education for migrant workers has taken off in many migrant sending countries. In the Philippines there are non formal courses which migrant workers are required to attend called pre departure orientation (PEOS and PDOS). These are however cursory and inadequate by themselves. They do not provide an intelligent capability among migrant workers to address the root issues of migration. They are demeaning and mostly platitudinal. They are merely courses which make them cope with their difficulties but do not provide answers to questions of development in their own countries. On the other hand, these courses may exacerbate the difficulties of many migrant workers who are given the impression that migration is a strategic answer to underdevelopment. 
For example, the migration of health workers and teachers create crisis in health care and the teaching profession. Many hospitals and schools are deprived of good doctors and nurses and teachers who go abroad. Many qualified nurses and teachers are applying for jobs abroad that pay higher than what they receive at home. Nurses become care givers. Teachers become domestic helpers. College graduates become dancers and entertainers.
In the Philippines, non-formal education by the government body like TESDA teaches skills development in response to perceived demand overseas. Under the stimulus package of Pres. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, TESDA provides training for welders. Today we have huge numbers of welders in every town and city, who are jobless at home and who are pushed for jobs overseas in Australia and Middle East where there is perceived demand for them.
The government also has “re-integration education courses” for migrants designed to train migrants to become entrepreneurs. These courses are highly publicized but lack follow through services.
The migrant workers have many difficulties in accessing education services for themselves. There is the financial cost of going to school. There is the urban centered location of education institutions.
An alternative education system must endeavor to encourage the adult and the youth to seek more decent work at home.
Migrants on site have other difficulties in accessing education. There is the language barrier and work conditions of migrants on-site; they work long hours; the mostly irregular and undocumented status of migrants and youth limits their opportunity for study. Moreover, more than half of the migrant population are women, who are traditionally in some cultures, not allowed to get education. There is also the culture and gender blind approach and content of education in host countries. Xenophobic comments from teachers and other students discourage migrant students.
There is also the so called “Digital divide” – the difficulty of migrant populations to use internet sources because of the language problem. Poverty, racial, ethnic and language discrimination inhibit the migrant’s access to basic services. 
The situation of migrant workers is also diverse. On top of the migration pyramid are highly skilled professional workers who are considered a boon to the host country by reason of their professional expertise. Governments have encouraged their entry into society and given privileges including citizenship or permanent residency. Their presence is considered to have salutary effects on the host economy as a whole. 
Alan Greenspan, chairman of the US Federal Reserve for almost 20 years, acknowledges “by opening our borders to highly skilled immigrant workers, we …enhance the skill level of the overall workforce, provide…competition for higher earning employees…driving down their wages.”[3] 
At the bottom are often unskilled and undocumented workers who escape their poverty and cross national borders to find jobs which local workers are not interested in often in the agricultural, domestic labor and sex sectors, or in the so called 3D sectors – dirty, dangerous and difficult jobs. They are often hounded by police and immigration authorities in a cycle of toleration and prosecution. They have no job security. Those who have work visas, are restricted to the conditions of their contract and sometimes do not have rights to socialize with others, nor to get married. Their lives are severely controlled by employers, have little mobility and no political and sometimes no religious rights. 
Among the most restricted are trafficked women, who are deceived by unscrupulous recruiters to work in the sex industry. The US State Department �[1] Human Development Report 2009 – Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and development
[2] HDI results are based on 2007 data  and does not reflect the effects of the global economic crisis which had massive impacts on human development achievements.
[3] Greenspan, Allan. The Age of Turbulence. Penguin Group Inc. USA. 2007 (as excerpted from Newsweek, 24 Sept. 2007, pg. 21


Policy recommendations

1. Strengthen regular migration channels and
regularize undocumented migrants and their
children that increase their access to continuing
education and skills training and upgrading.

2. Provide migrant workers the same education and

training opportunities in the workplace as local
workers.

3. Private sector establish education funds and
engage with social sector for workplace and
community-based adult and youth education
programs.




Specific proposals

*Encourage local governments in host and sending
countries to provide continuing education at
community level.

* Formally recognize migrants’ new competencies as a
result of continuing education and experience in
the workplace in host countries.

* Standardize training regimes across countries so
that all credentials become uniform and can be
recognized.

* Private business and institutions employing migrant
workers provide education funds for continued
training to replace loss of human resources and
skills in origin countries, e.g. teachers, nurses &
other medical workers, etc.




Maraming Salamat!

Thank you!

Unlad Kabayan Migrant Services Foundation
Philippines

Website: www.unladkabayan.org
Email: unlad kabayan@globelines.com.ph
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