10 minute poems

Delegates to the ‘Get Heard!’ workshop, at the Learning for Active Citizenship event, were asked to write a poem in 10 minutes on a subject they felt passionate about. Here are the results….
Knock Knock…Who’s there?

The positive thinkers

Throw off your blinkers

We’re the positive thinkers

We’re here to tell you you’re not sinkers

It’s easy for you to do some good

To make a difference in your neighbourhood

Young and old, black and white

We’ve got the chance to get it right

Don’t be a stick in the mud

Work together you know you should.

Don’t Knock Diversity
Don’t knock diversity

We are from Newcastle and Rotherham

Don’t knock us

Coz we are rich!

U wanna know why?

We have English

We have Irish

We have Pakistanis

We have Indians

We have Bangalis

We have Africans

We have Iranians

We have Kosovans

And if dat doesn’t make us rich,

Then we don’t know what does.

We have the knowledge, skills and culture
To make us da richest in the world.

So don’t knock diversity!

ESOL

My voice is gone, why can’t I speak?

My future seems dark, the horizon is bleak.

Tests to land, to live to stay,

A future on low income,  minimum pay.

I can speak two languages, how about you?

I’m considered bilingual and an uneducated moo.

English is my 2nd language and not so well I speak.

So according to the educators my kids’ futures are bleak.

Praise and celebrate diversity.

I’m glad I’m not like you.

I’m individually different and can contribute too!

Learn You Said

Learn you said

Learn we did

Come you said

Come we did

Increase your confidence

That we did

Increase your independence 

That we did

Increase your social and communication skills

That we did

Increase your career prospects

That we did

Come you said

Come we did.

Go you suddenly said!

Go we did?

Why we said?

What we did?

Why increase when all we have is to decrease?

Now you say train, 

We say drain.

Don’t Knock Adult Education

Don’t knock adult education

It’s all about participation

That can bring about emancipation

Across the generations

And with it integration

Don’t knock adult education.

It’s necessary for communication

And liberation

The diversity of education

Shouldn’t be a complication

Make it a fascination

Don’t knock adult education

Don’t make it a mutation

See it as a revelation

So join adult education.

Make it the revolution!

Taking a Test

Taking a test doesn’t make me the best.
There’s more to me than that.
I’m here to see you


        hear you


        see me


        hear me.
There’s more to me than that

I want to go shopping;

        go to the pub;

        have a laugh with some friends;

        kick a ball in the mud.
I want you to help me 


        be the things I can be.
I’m here to see you



hear you



see me



hear me.
Maybe get a job;


earn my own money



not ask for everything



nor be given everything



to earn something



get it myself.

I’m here to see you



hear you



see me



hear me

There’s more to me than that.
Don’t knock migration
Don’t knock migration

It strengthens our nation

‘Incomers’ nay, ‘Citizens’ yea.

Don’t knock migration

It avoids stagnation

‘Racism’ nay, ‘Growth’ yea

Don’t knock migration

It’s a cause for celebration, elation delegation

‘Exploitation’ nay, ‘Opportunity’ yea

Don’t knock migration

2000 years of differentiation

‘Insularity’ nay, ‘diversity’ yea.

