2 poems by Ray Hearne

Thick or thin democracy?

A poem composed by Ray Hearne and inspired by and created during 
the talk given by Professor Bob Fryer at the ‘Learning for Active 
Citizenship Conference March 18th 2010. 


To be sung to the tune of ‘Jerusalem’.
It’s thick or thin democracy

Everyone, that means you or me

Playing our part, or passively

Leaving it to powers that be.
Beware the great ‘unsavoury’

Who practise exclusivity

Stand up for taking part

Hand and heart

Sing up for solidarity.

There is a full life to be had

Even if people think you’re mad

Remember Martha Nussbaum’s list

So all of us co-exist

We need a major change of mind

Leaving the old thinking behind

A new humanity and sanity

A loudly sung democracy.

People who never vote

People who never vote

Really do get my goat

Make my blood rage

So many fought and died

So many far and wide

Defied tyranny on every side

For the privilege.
I can’t be arsed they’ll say

Nothing’ll change anyway

They’re all the same

What have they done for me?

Not much that I can see

They’re bent as bent can be

It’s one big game.

Democracy is frail

It can so easily fail

Who was it wrote

‘Don’t for a moment blink

Teach all your kids to think

We’re wobbling on the brink’?

For their sake- VOTE!

