What citizenship is and what it is not…
Feedback from delegates at the ‘Learning for Active Citizenship’ event,

Birmingham March 18th 2010.

What citizenship is:
· Understanding rights and responsibilities as members of society

· An awareness of the collective/community

· Citizenship is global

· About appreciating diversity

· Something ‘earned’ resulting in a list of benefits?

· About rights and responsibilities

· Involves everybody: rights; involvement/participation

· An active process

· For migrants to the UK is enfranchisement and a sense of rights and stability

· Making a positive contribution to the community

· Respecting others’ values and viewpoints as well as being true to your own

· Understanding that society and values are always changing

· A legal right gained through birth

· A legal right granted through the community you want to be a citizen of

· The right to benefit from the actions of the community (what the community offers)

· Belonging and shared values

· Having full equal rights as a member of society

· Encourages respect for others and participation

· Belonging to a country and legal status

· Playing an active part in society

What citizenship is not:
· About passing the citizenship test

· Is not a single act- it’s actions

· It’s not just a test to gain entry into a country

· Passive qualification

· About just having rights but about contributing to your community and society in general

· About place of birth

· End of a process

· A deficit model targeted at ‘excluded’ people

· It’s not about you or your private interests its about others

· It’s not doing what you are told

· About birthplace or position in society

· It isn’t about freedom from accountability

· It’s not about taking a test or answering a set of questions
